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How would you like to discover exotic new lands of 
breathtaking beauty and abundant wildlife?

There you would find friendly people and great 
opportunities.

There it was teeming with game and had timber and 
fresh water for the asking. There were safe harbors 
and new communities were growing up all around.

Land was available from the local inhabitants who 
welcomed the newcomers. If you couldn't afford 
passage across the sea, you could contract your labor 
to someone who needed hired help. This would bring 
you to the new land and give you a new start that you 
couldn't get in England. When your contract was up you 
would be free in a new land with a new life. Hard work 
was all it took to establish yourself there. It was the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

These colonies were investments for businessmen in 
England, and they needed serious hard working people 
to become trading partners, sending back furs and 
timber to the homeland.

William Wood is encouraging people to come discover 
the New World to take part in this venture.  His book 
presents an enthusiastic view of this opportunity, and 
gives some insight into what the place and the people 
are really like.

See what it was like to come to New England in the 
1630's… come see New England's Prospect.
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About the Author

! Not a great deal is known about William Wood today. Mr. 
Lewis, a local historian of Lynn, Massachusetts has been cited 
in a previous edition saying that William Wood came from 
England in 1629 and settled in Saugus, which was later 
renamed Lynn.  In the book Wood describes Saugus in great 
detail.
	

 It is known that on the 15th of August, 1633 after his four 
year stay, he sailed back to England with Captain Thomas 
Graves. He arranged to have his book published there. He 
mentions in the book that it was his desire and intent to return 
to New England if it should be at all possible. 
	

 A man named William Wood, aged 27 later sailed from 
England to Massachusetts in 1635 in the ship Hopewell.  He 
was chosen to represent the town of Lynn at the General 
Court of Massachusetts in 1636.  He is the William Wood 
who with a company of men began a settlement at Sandwich 
on Cape Cod. It is believed that he is the author of this book.
	

 From his writing he would seem to be an educated man 
who was articulate in English and acquainted with Latin. His 
literary references in the text show a familiarity with the 
classics.  His spelling and grammar show much more 
consistency than most English writers of his day.
	

 His down to earth chronicle of life in New England gives 
us a glimpse of not only the English Colonists but also the 
Native people there, and how the two peoples lived together, 
each contributing to the welfare of the other. All of the people 
in this book were real people, people like you and me.
    The term Indian for the native tribal people of New 
England was used by Native People and English alike at 

that time and was not meant as a prejudicial term then, 
nor is it now so intended.

About the Book
    My purpose in producing this edition is to keep this story alive 
in the public eye and mind. The first 156 years, since the landing 
of the settlers in Plymouth in 1620 to the War of Independence in 
1776, have mostly faded from the American consciousness. So 
almost half of our history has been nearly forgotten except for 
some foggy stories of “Pilgrims”. 
   What could be more exciting than coming to a land where 
everything was strange and new to you?  What could call for more 
diplomacy and tact than moving into the midst of a completely 
different culture and establishing peaceful relations with your 
neighbors?  How would you survive in your new home? What can 
be learned today from the lessons of yesterday? 
    This book is the first introduction to this new world that tells in 
detail what an immigrant could expect when he set foot in New 
England in 1634. William Wood has accomplished his stated goal 
of leaving a clear account of the reality of life in the early English 
colonies. He was excited by what he found in this new world.  His 
reaction to the countryside, the wildlife and the culture of the 
native people is enthusiastic. His fascinating personal report gives 
us a pleasant contrast to the strict Puritanical persona that is 
usually projected by the history and recorded thoughts of 
Massachusetts colonial society. His is a fresh outlook on one of the 
greatest experiments the world has known.  We see the way it was 
in the beginning through his eyes and can't help but wonder if the 
cooperation between two nations of different cultures could have 
been nurtured and grown indefinitely. They worked and traded 
together and were friends as the book clearly shows.
    After the brief Pequot War in 1637, the Indian peoples and the 
English settlers did live side by side in peace, for almost forty 
years in most of New England before the violent breakdown in 
1675-1676 that was King Philips War. 
     After that, it all changed forever.             
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     New England in this book, means Massachusetts and Plymouth 
Colonies. The other New England colonies had not been 
established when the book was written. Maine was a territory that 
at one time and another was part of Plimouth or Massachusetts. 
     In this edition, I have modernized spellings of common English 
words to make reading more comfortable and enjoyable. Other 
than substituting the modern has for hath, etc. I have not changed  
or altered the sense or meaning of the text. Anything that I have 
added is either in a footnote or is enclosed in [brackets].
    I decided not to break up all the long sentences or reduce the 
number of commas, etc. because I wanted the book to remain in 
the style in which it was written. I also retained the italicizing of 
words the author considered important.  The only other change I 
considered, and decided to make was to follow modern rules of 
capitalization, since I felt the frequent capitalization of nouns as 
was done in the 1600‘s could be very distracting.
    I have attempted to supply meanings for obscure terms when I 
could. Some familiar words have evolved new meanings, such as 
the word cattle, which in the 1600’s refers to livestock animals in 
general, not just beef cattle.  Another notable example is the word, 
corn. Corn appears frequently throughout the book because as a 
farming people, it was a topic of great importance. Corn meant all 
grain. So when speaking about English corn, or corn in general, 
the writer means barley, wheat, rye, oats, etc. What we think of as 
corn, i.e. corn on the cob, was to the settlers Indian Corn or maize.
     In a few instances I have left the text exactly as it was written 
to give the reader an idea of the original flavor of the book. This is 
true of the title page, which is a recreation of the original, “To the 
Reader”, and in the chapters which begin with a short poem I have 
left that in its original form. This book was typeset by the editor, 
and I take responsibility for any and all errors. It is sincerely hoped 
that this eye witness account will give you as much enjoyment as it 
has given me.

Norman Burdett



and I did it the rather, because there has some relations heretofore 
past the Presse, which have beene very imperfect; as also because 
there has beene many scandalous and false reports past upon the 
Country, even from the sulphurious breath of every base ballad-
monger; wherefore to perfect this one, and take off the other, I 
have laid downe the nature of the Country, without any partiall 
respect unto it, as being my dwelling place where I have lived 
these foure yeares, and intend God willing to returne shortly 
againe; but my conscience is to me a thousand witnesses, that 
what I speake is the very truth, and this will informe thee almost as 
fully concerning it, as if thous wentest over to see it. Now whereas 
I have written the latter part of this relation concerning the 
Indians in a more light and facetious stile, than the former; 
because their carriage and behaviour has afforded more matter of 
mirth, and laughter, than gravity and wisdome; and therefore I 
have inserted many passages of mirth concerning them, to spice 
the rest of my more serious discourse, and to make it more 
pleasant. Thus thou mayest in two or three houres travaile over a 
few leaves, see and know that, which cost him that writ it, yeares 
and travaile, over Sea and Land before he knew it; and therefore I 
hope thou wilt accept it; which shall be my full reward, as it was 
my whole ambition, and so I rest, 

Thine bound in what I may,

-William Wood
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To the Reader.

Courteous Reader:

Though I will promise to thee no such voluminous discourse, as 
many have made upon a scanter subject, (though they have 
travailed no further than the smoake of their native chimnies) yet 
dare I presume to present thee with the true, and faithfull relation 
of some few yeares travels and experience, wherein I would be 
loath to broach any thing which may puzzle thy beleefe, and so 
justly draw upon my selfe, that unjust aspersion commonly laid on 
travailers; of whom many say, They may lye by authority, because 
none can controule them; which Proverbe had surely his original 
from the sleepy beleefe of many a home-bred Doormouse, who 
comprehends not either the rarities or possibility of those things 
he sees not, to whom the most classicke relations seeme riddles, 
and paradoxes; of whom it may be said as once of Diogenes, that 
because he circled himselfe in the circumference of a tubbe, he 
therefore contemned the Port and Pallace of Alexander, which he 
knew not.  So there is many a tub-brain’d Cynicke, who because 
any thing stranger than ordinary, is too large for the straite 
hoopes of his apprehension, he peremptorily concludes it is a lye: 
But I decline this sort of thicke-witted readers, and dedicate the 
mite of my endeavours to my more credulous, ingenious, and lesse 
censorious Country-men, for whose sake I undertooke this worke; 
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PROSPECT.

Part I, The English
Chap. I.

Of the Situation, Bays, Havens, and Inlets.

Or as much as the Kings most excellent Majesty 
has been graciously pleased by the grant of his 
Letters Patents, at first to give life to the 
Plantations of New England and has daily likewise 
by his Favors and Royal protection cherished their 
growing hopes; whereby many to his Majestey’s 

faithful Subjects have been emboldened to venture persons, states, 
and endeavors, to the enlargement of his Dominions in that 
western continent. Wherefore I thought fit (for the further 
encouragement of those that hereafter, either by Purse, or Person 
shall help forward the Plantation,) to set forth these few 
observations out of my personal and experimental knowledge.
   The place whereon the English have built their colonies, is 
judged by those who have best skill in discovery, either to
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Chap. II- New England’s Prospect - 

in which most of our ships come to anchor, being the nearest 
their mart, and usual place of landing of passengers; it is a safe 
and pleasant harbor within, having but one common and safe 
entrance, and that not very broad, there scarce being room for 3 
ships to come in board and board at a time, but being once 
within, there is room for the anchorage of 500 ships.
    This harbor is made by a great company of islands, whose 
high cliffs shoulder out the boisterous seas, yet may easily 
deceive any unskillful pilot; presenting many fair openings and 
broad sounds, which afford too shallow waters for any ships, 
though navigable for boats and small pinnaces. The entrance into 
the great Haven is called Nantasket; which is two leagues from 
Boston; this place of it self is a very good haven, where ships 
commonly cast anchor, until wind and tide serve them for other 
places; from hence they may sail to the river of Wessaguscus, 
Neponset, Charles River, and Mystic River, on which rivers be 
seated many towns.  In any of these forenamed harbors, the sea-
men having spent their old store of wood and water, may have 
fresh supplies from the adjacent islands, with good timber to 
repair their weather-beaten ships. Here likewise may be had such 
masts or yards, being store of such trees as are useful for the 
same purpose.

Chap. II.
 Of the Seasons of the year, Winter and Summer, together with 
the Heat,Cold, Snow, Rain, and the effects of it.

Or that part of the country wherein most of the English have 
their habitations, it is for certain the best ground and sweetest 

climate in all those parts bearing the name of New England, 
agreeing well with the 
      	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

         

Chap. I- New England’s Prospect -

be an Island, surrounded on the north side with the spacious 
River Canada, and on the south with Hudson’s River, or else  a 
peninsula, these two rivers overlapping one another, having 
their rise from the Great Lakes which are not far off one 
another, as the Indians do certainly inform us. But it is not my 
intent to wander far from our Patent; wherefore I refer you to 
the thrice memorable discoverer of those parts, Captain Smith, 
who has likewise fully described the southern and northeast part of 
New England with the noted head-lands, capes, harbors, rivers, 
ponds, and lakes, with the nature of the soil, and commodities both 
by sea and land, &c. within the degrees of forty one and forty five.
    The Bay of Massachusetts lies under the degree of forty two 
and forty three, bearing southwest from the Lands End of 
England: at the bottom whereof are situated most of the English 
plantations: This bay is both safe, spacious, and deep,  free from 
such cockling seas as run upon the coast of Ireland and in the 
channels of England: there be no stiff running currents, or rocks, 
shelves, bars, quicksands. The mariners having sailed two or three 
leagues towards the bottom, may behold the two capes embracing 
their welcome ships in their arms, which thrust themselves out into 
the sea in form of a half-moon, the surrounding shore being high, 
and showing many white cliffs in a most pleasant prospect with 
diverse places of low land, out of which diverse rivers vent 
themselves into the ocean, with many openings, where is good 
harboring for ships of any burden; so that if an unexpected storm 
or cross wind should bar the mariner from recovering his desired 
port, he may reach other Harbors, as Plymouth, Cape Ann, Salem, 
Marvill Head [Marblehead]; all of which afford good ground for 
anchorage, being likewise landlocked from wind and seas. The 
chief and usual harbor is still Bay of Massachusetts, which is 
close aboard the plantations
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Chap. II- New England’s Prospect - 

has held himself to his day, unlocking his ice bays and rivers, 
which are never frozen again the same year, except there be 
some small frost until the middle of March.
    It is observed by the Indians: that every tenth year there is 
little or no winter, which has been twice observed of the 
English: the year of new Plymouth men’s arrival was no 
winter in comparison; and in the tenth year after likewise 
when the great company settled themselves in Massachusetts 
Bay, was a very mild season, little frost, and less snow, but 
clear serene  weather, few north-west winds, which was a 
great mercy to the English coming over so rawly and uncom-
fortably provided, wanting all utensils and provisions which 
belonged to the well being of planters: and whereas many 
died at the beginning of the plantations, it was not because 
the country was unhealthful, but because their bodies were 
corrupted with sea diet, which was naught, their beef and 
pork being tainted, their butter and cheese corrupted, their 
fish rotten, & voyage long, by reason of cross winds, so that 
winter approaching before they could get warm houses, and 
the searching sharpness of that purer climate, creeping in at 
the crannies of their crazed bodies, caused death and 
sickness; but their harms having taught future voyagers more 
wisdom, in shipping good provision for sea, and finding 
warm houses at landing, find health in both. It has been 
observed, that of five or six hundred passengers in one year, 
not above three have died at sea, having their health likewise 
at land. But to return to the matter in hand, daily observations 
makes it apparent, that the piercing cold of that country 
produces not so many noisome effects as the raw winters of 
England. In public assemblies it is strange to hear a man 
sneeze or cough as ordinarily they do in old England: yet not 
to smother any thing, lest you judge me too partial in reciting 
good of the country, and not bad; true it is, that some

Chap. II- New England’s Prospect -

temper of our English bodies, being high land, and sharp air, and 
though most of our English towns border upon the sea-coast, yet 
are they not often troubled with mists, or unwholesome fogs, or 
cold weather from the sea, which lies east and south from the land. 
And whereas in England most of the cold winds and weathers 
come from the sea, and those situations are counted most 
unwholesome that are near the sea-coast, in that country it is not 
so, but otherwise; for in the extremity of winter, the northeast and 
south wind coming from the sea, produces warm weather, and 
bringing in the warm working waters of the sea, loosens the frozen 
bays, carrying away their ice with their tides, melting the snow, 
and thawing the ground; only the northwest wind coming over the 
land, is the cause of extreme cold weather, being always accom-
panied with deep snows and bitter Frost, so that in two or three 
days the rivers are passable for horse and man. But as it is an 
axiom in nature, Nullum violentum est perpetuum, no extremes last 
long, so this cold wind blows seldom above three days together, 
after which the weather is more tolerable, the air being nothing so 
sharp, but peradventure in four or five days after, this cold 
messenger will blow afresh, commanding every man to his house, 
forbidding any to out-face him without prejudice to their noses: 
but it may be objected that it is too cold a country for our English 
men, who have been accustomed to a warmer climate, to which it 
may be answered, (Igne levatur hyems) there is wood good store, 
and better cheap to build warm houses, and make good fires, 
which makes the winter less tedious; and moreover, the extremity 
of this cold weather lasts but for two months or ten weeks, 
beginning in December and breaking up the tenth day of February, 
which has been a passage very remarkable, that for ten or a dozen 
years the weather
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