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 Nathaniel Morton wrote this book as a history and as a 
tribute to the First Planters at Plimouth Plantation in New 
England. He knew the stories of their hardships and tragedies 
as well as their successes and triumphs, because he grew up in 
the midst of it all.  His family arrived in 1623 after managing 
affairs for the colonists for over three years in London.
	

 The hardship of the times became all too real for 
Nathaniel’s mother Juliana when her husband George died 
within the first year. Fortunately for him and his mother, eight 
year old Nathaniel’s uncle Governor William Bradford took 
responsibility for his upbringing.
	

 Nathaniel, in addition to noting important occurrences in 
the life of the colony, also memorialized the people around 
him, and always gave credit to God for the good things they 
accomplished.
	

 In this Abridged Edition, I have extracted the historical 
material for the benefit of those primarily interested in that 
aspect of Morton’s account.
	

 This book is not devoid, however of the sense the settlers 
had of God’s blessing, but rather the spiritual side to the story 
is not the focus of this Abridged Edition.
	

 You will relive the famines and sicknesses; the 
negotiations with the Native American tribal people who were 
to become; some, their friends and allies and some would be 
their enemies. You will march off to war with them against the 
formidable Pequots.  You will see how they were abandoned 
by their financial partners in England, even betrayed by some. 
Yet they succeeded while others failed to take root in this vast 
land.

   Norman P. Burdett
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Nathaniel Morton was the son of George Morton. George was 
part of the congregation of Separatists who planted the colony of 
New Plimouth in New England.
	

 He was not among those who arrived on the Mayflower 
because he remained in London to act in behalf of the colonists, 
managing their business affairs there and watching over their legal 
status with the English government.
	

 He and his wife Juliana immigrated in 1623 to New Plimouth 
and joined their brother-in-law, William Bradford there.
	

 Sadly, George Morton only lived a year or so after landing in 
the new world, dying in 1624, leaving behind his wife and eight 
year old son, Nathaniel.
	

 Nathaniel was brought up there by his uncle, William Bradford, 
and was familiar with that first generation of pioneers who settled 
there. So he was in an excellent position to pass on the story of 
their hardships, disappointments and triumphs through the years.
	

 Like the majority of the settlers, he was grateful for the 
opportunity to live without the persecution that the congregation 
had suffered in England, and to be free from the influence of the 
Dutch culture and language which had started to pervade their lives 
in Leyden, Holland. So his perspective on this venture, like most of 
his neighbors, was a very spiritual one.

m

Josiah Cotton, son of the famous Minister John Cotton, wrote the 
supplemental pages to finish out the history of Plimouth Plantation 
to its end in 1692. He skips over the complex history of King 
Philip’s War and refers the reader to the existing histories of 
William Hubbard and Increase Mather.

About the Author
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About the Book   
	

 Nathaniel Morton wrote this book for several purposes. 
Primarily it is a history. It summarizes briefly the things that 
happened in the early days of the colony. He borrows heavily from 
Bradford’s History and Edward Winslow’s writings for the early 
material, which is only natural. Those were the documents he had.
	

 He also wanted to make a record of various people of that first 
generation of settlers, and memorialize them to future generations, 
because that group was growing old before his eyes and passing 
away. Like others of his time, he was aware that the settlement of 
Plimouth was a significant undertaking. Many others tried to settle 
in New England and many failed. 
	

 Another of his strong motivations was to give credit for their 
successes where it belonged. All of the members of the 
congregation were deeply convinced that God was the author of 
their successes.  They believed that the Bible had foretold the 
development of such a people as they were, and that they were the 
17th century counterparts of ancient Israel, coming to the Promised 
Land; the  Israel of God spoken of by the Apostle Paul.
	

 It is for this reason then, that there is a constant theme 
throughout the book of God’s presence with them.
	

 It was my desire to concentrate on the historical aspects of this 
account, because like all of the other early accounts, though there 
is much material repeated in them, they each have some details that 
are not included in the others. 
	

 So with no disrespect to the beliefs of the First Planters, I have 
not included all of the spiritual and inspirational passages of the 
author. I have tried to clarify such passages as might be awkward 
to the general reader, and replaced antiquated terms such as hath, 
thee, thou, etc. I have scrupulously maintained the sense and 
meaning of the author’s original text, while trying to make his 
story more available to the general reader. 
	

 The story is a fascinating one, showing how ordinary people 
could overcome overwhelming hardships to accomplish their 
goals.

	

 Please note: nowhere in this or any other accurate history will 
you find the term Pilgrim applied to these early settlers, because it 
was never used in their lifetime. They would have called 
themselves Separatists or Independents.

Also: although today’s accepted spelling is, Plymouth; Plimouth 
was the spelling most often used in early documents.

Facsimile of the Title Page
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N the fifteenth day of December [1620] the Mayflower set sail 
from her temporary berth at the end of Cape Cod 

[Provincetown Harbor] and sailed for the harbor at Patuxet, where 
they had found a suitable place to build a plantation. This was a 
former Indian town which had been depopulated by the Plague in 
recent years. After some difficulty gaining entrance to the harbor 
due to contrary winds and rough seas, they had the opportunity to 
get into the calm harbor just before the wind changed against them 
again.
	

 On the twenty-fifth they began to build their first structure 
ashore. This building served to house them and their goods, which 
were long in unloading for lack of boats and by reason of the 
foulness of the winter weather and the illness of many. They began 
to build some small cottages for habitation as time would permit. 
They consulted about laws and orders both for their civil and 
military government as the necessity of their present condition did 
require.
	

 But that which was sad and lamentable [was that] in two or 
three months time, half their company died, especially in January 
and February, being the depth of winter, lacking houses and other 
comforts, being infected with the scurvy and other diseases which 
this long voyage and their incommodate condition had brought 
upon them, so as there died sometimes two, sometimes three on a 
day, in the aforesaid time that of one hundred and [two] odd 
persons, scarce fifty remained. Among others in that time died Mr. 
William Mullins, a man pious and well deserving, endowed also 
with a considerable outward estate. Had it been the will of God that 
he had survived [he] might have proved a useful instrument in his 
place, with several others who deceased in this great and common 
affliction, whom I might take notice of to the like effect. Of those 
that did survive in this time of distress and calamity that was upon 
them, there were sometimes but six or seven sound persons who (to 
their great commendation be it spoken) spared no pains night nor 
day to be helpful to the rest, not shunning to do very mean services 
to help the weak and impotent. In which sickness the seamen 
shared also deeply, and many died to about the one half of them 
before they went away. Thus being but few, and very weak, this 

O was an opportunity for the savages to have made a prey of them, 
who were wont to be most cruel and treacherous people in all these 
parts, even like lions, but to them were as lambs, God striking a 
dread in their hearts so they received no harm from them. The Lord 
also so disposed as aforesaid, much to waste them by a great 
mortality, together with which were their own civil dissensions and 
bloody wars so as the twentieth person was scarce left alive when 
these people arrived, there remaining sad spectacles of that 
mortality in the place where they seated, by many bones and skulls 
of the dead lying above ground, whereby it appeared that the living 
of them were not able to bury their dead. Some of the ancient 
Indians that are surviving at the writing hereof do affirm that about 
some two or three years before the first English arrived here, there 
was a blazing star or comet which was a forerunner of this sad 
mortality, for soon afterward it came upon them in extremity. Thus 
God made way for his people by removing the heathen and 
planting them in their land. We hope in mercy to some of the 
posterity of these blind savages by being a means, at least stepping 
stones for others to come to preach the gospel among them, (of 
which afterwards in its more proper place) but to return:
	

 The Indians after the arrival of the English would show 
themselves afar off, but when they approached them the Indians 
would run away. But about the sixteenth of March, 1621, a certain 
Indian named Samoset came boldly among them and spoke to them 
in broken English which yet they could well understand, at which 
they marveled. At length they understood that he belonged to the 
eastern parts of the country and had acquaintance with many of the 
English fishermen and could name several of them, from whom he 
learned his [English] language. He became very profitable to them, 
in acquainting them with many things concerning the state of the 
country in the eastern parts and of the people here; of their names, 
number and strength, of their situation and distance from this place, 
and who was chief among them. He told them also of another 
Indian called Squanto, alias Tisquantum, one of this place, who had 
been in England and could speak better English than himself. After 
courteous entertainment of him, he was dismissed. Afterwards he 
came again with some other natives and told them of the coming of 

Arriving at Plymouth Harbor Samoset and Squanto

Scurvy: A debilitating disease, often fatal if not controlled, was caused by a lack 
of Vitamin C due to their inability to keep fresh fruits and vegetables aboard ship. 



named Hunt, a master of a ship who thought to sell them for slaves 
in Spain, but he got away for England and was entertained by a 
merchant in London,* and was employed to Newfoundland and 
other parts, and at last brought here into these parts by one Mr. 
Dermer, a gentleman employed by Sir Ferdinando Gorges and 
others for discovery and other designs in these parts, of whom I 
shall say something because it is mentioned in a book set forth 
anno 1622 by the President and Council for New England that he 
made the peace between the savages of those parts and the English 
of which this plantation (as is intimated) had the benefit. What a 
peace it was may appear from what befell him and his men.
	

 This Mr. Dermer was here the same year that these people 
came, as appears by a relation written by him bearing the date June 
30 anno 1620, and they [from the Mayflower] arrived in the 
country [at Cape Cod] in the month of November following, so that 
there was but four months difference. In which relation to his 
honored friend he has these passages of this very place where New 
Plimouth is: “I will first begin (he says) with that place from 
whence Squanto, or Tisquantum was taken away which in Captain 
Smith’s map is called Plimouth, and I [wish] that Plimouth 
[England] had the like commodities. I would that the first 
plantation might here be seated if the number of fifty person or 
upwards, otherwise at Charlton, because there the savages are less 
to be feared. The Pokanokets which live to the west of Plimouth 
bear an inveterate malignity to the English, and are of more 
strength than all the savages from there to Penobscot. Their desire 
of revenge was occasioned by an Englishman who having many of 
them on board made great slaughter of them with their murderers 
[deck guns] and small shot when (as they say) they offered no 
injury, for their part. Whether they were English or no, it may be 
doubted, yet they believe they were, for the French have so 
possessed them [with that idea]. For this cause, Squanto cannot 
deny but they would have killed me when I was at Nemasket had he 
not entreated hard for me.
* Sir Ferdinando Gorges own account says Waymouth returned to 
England with three natives, namely Manida, Skettwarroes and 
Tisquantum, while many accounts claim Squanto was taken by Hunt 
when three were taken from Patuxet and twenty from Nauset.
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the Great Sachem, Massasoit who (about four or five days after) 
came with the chief of his friends and other attendants, with the 
aforesaid Squanto, with whom (after friendly entertainment and 
some gifts given him) they made a league of peace with him which 
continued with him and his successors to the time of the writing 
hereof. The terms and conditions of the said league are as follows:
I.  That neither he nor any of his, should injure or do hurt to 

any of their people.
II. That if any of his did any hurt to any of theirs he should 

send the offender that they might punish him.
III. That if any thing were taken away from any of theirs he 

should cause it to be restored, and they should do the like to 
his.

IV. That if any did unjustly war against him, they would aid 
him, and if any did war against them, he should aid them.

V. That he should send to his neighbor confederates to inform 
them of this that they might not wrong them, but might be 
likewise comprised in these conditions of peace.

VI. That when his men came to them upon any occasion, they 
should leave their arms (which were then bows and arrows) 
behind them.

VII. Lastly. That so doing, their sovereign Lord King James 
would esteem him as his friend and ally.

	

 All which he liked well, and withal at the same time 
acknowledged himself content to become the subject of our 
sovereign Lord the King aforesaid, his heirs and successors, and 
[he] gave to them all the lands adjacent, to them and their heirs 
forever.
	

 After these things he returned to his place called Sowams, about 
forty miles distant from Plimouth, but Squanto continued with them 
and was their interpreter and proved a special instrument sent of 
God for their good, beyond expectation, he directed them in 
planting their corn, where to take their fish and to procure their 
commodities and also was their pilot to bring them to unknown 
places for their profit and never left them until his death. He was a 
native of this place where Plimouth is, and scarce [are] any left 
besides himself. He was carried away (with diverse others) by one 

Massasoit and a Treaty Mr. Dermer



and they would have cut off his head upon the cuddy*  of the boat, 
had his man not rescued him with a sword. And so they got him 
away and made shift to get into Virginia where he died; whether of 
his wounds, or of diseases of the country is uncertain. By all of 
which it may appear how far this people were from peace, and with 
what danger this plantation was begun, save as the powerful hand 
of the Lord did protect them.
	

 These things were partly the reasons why the Indians kept aloof 
as mentioned before and that it was so long before they could come 
to speech with any of them. Another reason (as afterwards 
themselves made known) was that about three years before these 
first planters arrived, a certain French ship was cast away at Cape 
Cod, but the men got on shore and saved their lives and much of 
their victuals and other goods. Afterwards, the Indians heard of it 
and gathered together from these parts and never left watching and 
dogging them until they got advantage and killed them all but three 
or four, which they kept and sent from one Sachem to another to 
make sport with them, and used them worse than slaves.
	

 [The Indians] thought that this ship [Mayflower] was now come 
to revenge it.
	

 Two of these Frenchmen so used were redeemed by Mr. 
Dermer, the other died amongst the Indians. The Indians have 
reported that one of them lived amongst them until he was able to 
discourse with them and told them that God was angry with them 
for their wickedness and would destroy them and give their country 
to another people who would not live like beasts as they did, but 
should be clothed, etc. They derided him and said that they were so 
many that God could not kill them. His answer was that though 
they were ever so many, God had many ways to destroy them that 
they knew not. Shortly after his death came the Plague, a disease 
they never heard of before, and mightily swept them away and left 
them as dung upon the earth (as you have heard). Not long after 
came the English to New Plimouth and then several of the Indians 
began to mind the Frenchman’s words, thinking him to be more 
than an ordinary man.

* A small cabin at the bow of a boat.
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The soil of the borders of this great bay may be compared to most 
of the plantations* which I have seen in Virginia. The land is of 
diverse sorts: for Patuxet is a heavy but strong soil, Nauset 
[Eastham] and Sawkatucket [West Brewster] are for the most part a 
blackish and deep mould, much like that where the best tobacco in 
Virginia grows. In the lower bay is great store of cod, bass or 
mullet, etc.”  Above all, he commends Pokanoket “for the richest 
soil and much open ground, likely and fit for English grain. 
Massachusetts is about nine leagues from Plimouth and situated in 
the midst. Between both are many islands and peninsulas, very 
fertile for the most part.”  With sundry such relations which I 
forbear to transcribe, being now better known than they were to 
him.
	

 This gentleman was taken prisoner by the Indians at 
Mannamoset, (a place not far from Plimouth, now well known,) he 
gave them what they demanded for his liberty, but when they had 
got what they desired they kept him still and endeavored to kill 
some of his men. He was freed by seizing on some of them and 
kept them bound till they gave him a canoe load of corn. This was 
the year 1619.
	

 After the writing of the former relation, he came to the isle of 
Capewak [Martin’s Vineyard, later Martha’s Vineyard] which lies 
south from this place on the way to Virginia, and Squanto was with 
him. He went ashore amongst the Indians to trade as he used to do 
and was assaulted and betrayed by them and all his men slain but 
one who tended the boat. He got himself on board, badly wounded,

*The term Plantation as used in the 17th century means a farming village. 
It does not refer to the plantation system of agriculture as practiced in the 
time of slave labor throughout the southern United states in the 19th 
century. This is not to say that there was no servitude, indentured and 
otherwise. Indentured service was common. In this system, a person 
could contract him or her self to a master for a specified period of time in 
exchange for passage to the colony and room and board. To some extent, 
sadly there was no doubt involuntary servitude or slavery as well, 
although far less common, and not essential for the success of the 
endeavor. During warfare between the English and the natives, Indian 
captives who were judged bloodguilty were sold into slavery in the West 
Indies. 

Held for Ransom The French Castaways
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And as the first part of his speech had proved true, they began to be 
apprehensive of the latter, namely the loss of their country. This 
relation the first planters at Plimouth after they came to be 
acquainted with them, several of them heard from diverse of their 
ancient and gravest Indians. They have often seen the place where 
the French were surprised and taken, which bears the name of 
Frenchman’s Point with many to this day. 
	

 The spring being now come, it pleased God that the mortality 
which had taken away so many of the first planters at Plimouth, 
now ceased, and the sick and lame now recovered apace. This was, 
as it were, new life put into them. They bore their affliction with 
much patience, being upheld by the Lord.
	

 Thus we have come to the 25th of March, 1621*

1621
This year several of the Indian Sachems (besides Massasoit) came 
into the government of New Plimouth and acknowledged 
themselves to be loyal subjects of our sovereign Lord King James, 
and subscribed to a writing to that purpose with their own hands, 
the tenor of which follows, with their names annexed to it. It being 
conceived by some that are judicious that it may be of use in 
succeeding times, I thought it appropriate to insert it here.

September 13, Anno Dom. 1621
	

 Know all men by these presents, that we, whose names are 
underwritten do acknowledge ourselves to be the royal subjects of 
King James, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, defender of 
the faith, etc. In witness whereof and as a testimonial of the same, 
we have subscribed our names or marks, as follows:

	

 Ohquamehud,	

 	

 Nattawahunt,	

  	

 Quadequina,
	

 Caunacome,	

 	

 Corbitant,	

 	

 Huttmoiden,
	

 Obbatinnua,	

 	

 Chikkatabak,	

 	

 Apannow.

* This is the first day of the New Year in the old Julian Calendar.

	

 They now began to hasten the ship away, which had lingered so 
long out of necessity because of the danger that lay on them 
because so many of them had died, both of themselves and of the 
ship’s company likewise. They had become so few that the master 
dared not put out to sea until those that lived recovered from their 
sickness and their wintering over.
	

 The spring of this year they planted their first corn in New 
England, being instructed in the proper manner by Squanto. They 
also sowed some English grain with little success because of the 
badness of the seed and the lateness of the season, or some other 
defect not then discerned.
	

 In the month of April in this year, their governor, Mr. John 
Carver fell sick and within a few days after, died. His death was 
much lamented, and caused great heaviness among them, and there 
was great cause. He was buried in the best manner they could, with 
as much solemnity as they were in a capacity to perform, with the 
discharge of some volleys of shot of all that bore arms. This worthy 
gentleman was one of singular piety and rare for humility, as 
appeared by his great humbleness when as this poor people were in 
great sickness and weakness, he did not hold back from doing very 
menial services for them, yea the most menial. He bore a share also 
of their labor in his own person, accordingly as their extreme 
necessity required. 
	

 His wife, who was also a gracious woman lived not six weeks 
after him, she being overcome with excessive grief for the loss of 
so gracious a husband, also died.
	

 Within a short time after this, Mr. William Bradford was chosen 
Governor of Plimouth in his stead, being not as yet recovered of his 
weakness, having been at the point of death. Mr. Isaac Allerton was 
chosen to be his assistant.
	

 The 2nd of July in this year they sent Mr. Edward Winslow and 
Mr. Stephen Hopkins to the Great Sachem, Massasoit with a gift to 
visit with him and to view his country, and likewise to take notice 
of what strength of men he had, etc., having Squanto for their 
guide. They found his place to be about forty miles from New 
Plimouth, his people few in comparison of what they had been, by 
reason of the mortality among the Indians mentioned before. These 

Nine Sachems Submit Death of Governor Carver, Mayflower Leaves




