
!n 1636 there was unrest and suspicion 
between the English Colonists in New England 
and the Native American People who had lived 

there since time beyond memory.
Each group was worried about the intentions of 
the other.
! While their dealings with each other had been 
for the most part peaceful, even friendly, the 
Europeans had by this time been there for close 
to twenty years. The Indians had time to see how 
the world of the English operated in America. 
! The Colonists lived in a world with rules, many 
rules, while the Natives had not found it 
necessary to draw up hard fast boundaries for 
human behavior. Their system relied on honor 
and trust.
! The testimony of many English witnesses tells  
us that to the amazement of the colonists, the 
incidence of crime and immorality among the 
Indians was extremely low. 
! Their differing ways of life were increasingly 
coming into conflict. The colonists suspected that 
the Indian tribes were planning to join together to 
rout out the settlers. The Indians were beginning 
to see that they were losing control of the 
resources that they needed for survival. A few 
sparks in Block Island Sound and the Connecticut 
River were all it took to touch off a terrible 
conflict. The first war between the Natives and the 
Englishmen in New England... but not the last.
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About the Book

John Underhill (c.1608–1672) was born in the Neth-
erlands to English parents, who had in all likelihood moved 
there because of religious persecution by the Church of 
England. That was the same reason that the people who went in 
Plymouth on the Mayflower had moved to Holland. The Dutch 
were a tolerant people.
	
 Underhill enlisted in the military service of William, 
Prince of Orange. In 1630 Massachusetts Bay Colony needed 
someone to help train the colony’s militia. Captain John 
Underhill got the job. 
	
 He was in the Massachusetts Militia during the Pequot 
War. He served with John Endicott when colonial forces staged 
a punitive raid on Block Island. From there he went to the 
Connecticut River, reinforcing the English Fort At Saybrook, 
Connecticut in the early days of the conflict. 
	
 When Captain John Mason arrived with troops to march 
against the Pequot fort at Mystic, Underhill served as Captain  
with him in that brutal attack.
	
 After the Pequot War, He settled in New Hampshire. 
Later he moved to Connecticut. 
	
 1653 we find him in the service of the Dutch once more. 
The colony of New Netherlands was at war with the Long 
Island Indians. Later, when war broke out between the Dutch 
and the English he fought on the side of the English.
	
 He died in 1672, three years before the outbreak of King 
Philip’s War, the Indian War that swept across all of New 
England and changed everything forever.
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This edition is based on the First Edition 
which was printed in London in 1638

John Underhill’s account of the brief war with the Pequots is a 
valuable one, for many reasons. He was at the famous fight at the 
Pequot Fort at Mystic and gives first hand information; but he 
also provides information about the attack on Block Island, 
which is hard to come by, and he gives details about the behavior 
of the Narragansetts and the Mohegans who served as allies to 
the colonies and helped to bring about the downfall of their 
hated enemies, the Pequots.
	
 My purpose in developing this edition was to make this 
material accessible to the general reader. The spelling and the 
vocabulary of the 1600’s can discourage a casual reader from 
reading it through. It is my belief that more people would find 
the information interesting if it were not so difficult to read.
	
 What I have done is modernized the spelling and changed 
archaic forms of common words into current usage.
	
 I have not changed the meanings at all, so the story you read 
is the same one that John Underhill wrote in 1638. You will still 
get the flavor of the times and the quaint manner of his speech. 
	
 I have also tried to anticipate words that are unfamiliar to 
most of us today and to provide meanings for them, either in 
brackets [like this] or with explanations in the footnotes.
	
 The book shows how the colonists had grown from a sickly 
handful of starving immigrants in 1620, to be able to overpower 
what had been the most warlike tribe in the area by 1637.
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Introduction

N e w s  f r o m  A m e r i c a 

o r
A  N e w  a n d  E x p e r i m e n t a l  D i s c o v e r y 

o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  C o n t a i n i n g
a  T r u e  R e l a t i o n  o f  T h e i r

W a r - l i k e  p r o c e e d i n g s 
t h e s e  t w o  y e a r e s 

l a s t  p a s t ,

with 
a Figure of the Indian Fort, or Palisade. Also a 
discovery of these places, that as yet have very 

few or no Inhabitants which would yield 
Viz. special accommodation to such 

as will Plant there:

Quinippiack. Agawam. Hudson’s River. Long Island. 
Nahanticut. Martins Vinyard. Pequot. Narrgansett Bay. 

Elizabeth Islands. Pascataquay. Casco with about a 
hundred Islands near to Casco.

By Captain John Underhill, 
a Commander in the Wars there.

LONDON, Printed by J.D. for Peter Cole,
 and are to be sold at the signe of  the Glove in 
Corn-hill neere the Royall Exchange. 1638.

	
 In 1637 on the banks of the Connecticut River, the English 
Colonists were growing apprehensive. Captain Stone, a trader 
from Virginia had sailed up the Connecticut to trade with the 
Indians. He and his crew were killed by some Indians, 
reportedly of the Pequot Tribe.
	
 The colonial governments were in conference in Boston, 
trying to decide how to react to this frightening development. 
Massachusetts Bay had received emissaries from the Pequots 
who wanted to smooth things over and establish trading status 
with Massachusetts. The Bay responded that they would have to 
pay reparations and surrender up the guilty parties in the River 
killings so they could be brought to justice. Despite agreeing to 
these terms, the Pequots later said that the suspects were all 
either dead or had left the territory.
	
 Just about at this time another trader, John Oldham, newly 
of Wethersfield, formerly of Plimouth and Massachusetts Bay, 
was killed in Block Island Sound.
	
 Word was sent to Boston that the Manisees Indians on Block 
Island, tributaries of the Narragansetts, were responsible. They 
in turn, said that the Indians on Block Island, were subjects of 
the Pequots. In the end the Narragansetts gave a formal apology.
	
 But the idea that the Indians had committed another atrocity 
enraged the Bay Colony, who raised an expeditionary force 
under John Endicot to punish the Island Indians. John 
Underhill was a Captain in that expedition, and describes it in 
this account.
	
 After this, Underhill sailed to Saybrook, at the mouth of the 
Connecticut River to help protect the fort and settlers there.
	
 After a few weeks he was joined by Captain John Mason. 
Their joint force, guided and backed up by Narragansetts and 
Mohegans marched against the stronghold at Mystic, where in 
the dead of night they attacked the mighty Pequot tribe, 
wreaking terrible havoc on the hundreds of men, women and 
children who slept in their homes inside the palisades of their 
fort. After fighting their way into the fort, the English set fire to 
the straw mats of the wigwams and the whole place burned to 
the ground with few survivors.
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War against Block Island John Oldham Killed
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shall not spend time (for my other occasions will not 
permit) to write largely of every particular, but shall as 

briefly as I may, perform these two things; first give a 
true narration, of the warlike proceedings that have been 
in New England these two years last past. Secondly, I 
shall discover to the reader diverse places in New 
England, that would afford special accommodations to 
such persons as will plant upon them, I had not time to 
do either of these as they deserved, but wanting time to 
do it as the nature of the thing required; I shall according 
to my ability begin with a relation of our warlike 
proceedings, and will interweave the special places fit for 
New Plantations, with their description, as I shall find 
occasion in the following discourse, but I shall according 
to my promise begin with a true relation of the New 
England war against the Block Islanders* and that 
insolent and barbarous Nation, called the Pequots, whom 
by the sword of the Lord, and a few feeble instruments, 
soldiers not accustomed to war, were drove out of their 
country, and slain by the sword, to the number of fifteen 
hundred souls in the space of two months and less: so as 
their country is fully subdued and fallen into the hands of 
the English: And to the end that God’s name might have 
the glory, and his people see his power, and magnify his 

honor for his great goodness I have endeavored 
according to my weak ability, to set forth the full relation 
of the War from the first rise to the end of the victory.
	
 The cause of our war against the Block Islanders, 
was for taking away the life of one Master John Old- 
ham, who made it his common course to trade among the 
Indians: he coming to Block Island to drive trade with 
them, the Islanders came into his boat and having got a 
full view of commodities which gave them good content, 
consulted how they might destroy him and his company, 
to the end they might clothe their bloody flesh with his 
lawful garments. The Indians having laid the plot, into 
the boat they came to trade as they pretended, watching 
their opportunities, knocked him in the head, and 
martyred him most barbarously, to the great grief of his 
poor distressed servants, which by the providence of God 
were saved. This Island lying in the roadway to the Lord 
Say, and the Lord Brook’s plantation, a certain sea man 
called John Gallop, Master of the small navigation 
standing along to the Massachusetts Bay, and seeing a 
boat under sail close aboard the Island, and perceiving 
the sails to be unskillfully managed, bred in him a 
jealously [suspicion], whether that the Island Indians had 
not bloodily taken the life of our countrymen, and made 

I

* Block Island was called by the Indians, Manisses. Using Roger 
Williams’ Key Into the Language of America, the people would 
have been called Manniseocks. They were part of the Narragansett 
People.

* John Oldham had been banished from Plimouth Colony and 
moved to Hull, then Watertown. In 1634 he established a trading 
Post at the site of Wethersfield.



Indian Style Fighting The First Assault
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themselves Master of their goods. Suspecting this, he 
bore up to them and approaching near them was 
confirmed that his jealousy was just, seeing Indians in the 
boat, and knowing her to be the vessel of Master 
Oldham; and not seeing him there gave fire upon them 
and slew some, others leaped over board; besides two of 
the number which he preserved alive and brought to the 
bay. The blood of the innocent called for vengeance, God 
stirred up the heart of the honored Governor, Master 
Henry Vane and the rest of the worthy Magistrates to 
send forth a hundred well appointed soldiers under the 
conduct of Captain John Endicot, and in company with 
him that had command, Captain John Underhill, Captain 
Nathan Turner, Captain William Jennison, besides other 
inferior officers. I would not have the world wonder at 
the great number of Commanders to so few men, but 
know that the Indians’ fight far differs from the Christian 
practice, for they most commonly divide themselves into 
small bodies, so that we are forced to neglect our usual 
way and to subdivide our divisions to answer theirs, and 
not thinking it any disparagement, to any Captain to go 
forth against an Enemy with a squadron of men taking 
the ground from the old and ancient practice when they 
chose Captains of hundreds and Captain of thousands, 
Captains of fifties and Captains of tens: We conceive a 
Captain signifies the chief in way of command of any 
body committed to his charge for the time being whether 

of more or less, it makes no matter in power though in 
honor it does. Coming to an anchor before the Island we 
espied an Indian walking by the shore in a desolate 
manner as though he had received intelligence of our 
coming. Which Indian gave just ground to some to 
conclude that the body of the people had deserted the 
Island.
	
 But some knowing them for the generality to be a 
warlike nation, a people that spend most of their time in 
the study of warlike policy were not persuaded that they 
would upon so slender terms forsake the Island, but 
rather suspected they might lie behind a bank, much like 
the form of a barricade. Myself with others rode with a 
shallop* made towards the shore, having in the boat a 
dozen armed soldiers drawing near to the place of 
landing, the number that rose from behind the barricade, 
were between fifty or sixty able fighting men, men as 
strait as arrows, very tall, and of active bodies, having 
their arrows nocked, they drew near to the water side, 
and let fly at the soldiers, as though they had meant to 
have made an end of us all in a moment; they shot a 
young gentleman in the neck through a collar for 
stiffness, as if it had been an oaken board, and entered his 
flesh a good depth; myself received an arrow through my 

* The shallop was a boat in common usage along the seacoast 
of New England. Twenty to thirty feet in length, they were rugged 
and versatile, and were rigged with a variety of different sail 
setups.




